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treading water, they are not moving 
forward, they are just doing the very 
best they can to hang on, to keep their 
nose above the water, to not go under. 

We have to address this phenomenon. 
This doesn’t happen because of the 
weather, it doesn’t happen because of 
God or some other mysterious force. 
This happens because of policy, policy 
that this Congress, together with the 
Senate and even the Supreme Court 
and the President, put in place, a pol-
icy that is skewing the nature of the 
American economy in such a way as to 
add great wealth to those who already 
have great wealth and little to those 
who have very little. 

We need to adopt policies to change 
this. On the floor of the House of Rep-
resentatives, there should be a piece of 
legislation to raise the minimum wage. 
$10 is a bare minimum. California—my 
home State—did that, raised the min-
imum wage to $10 and then a couple of 
steps will go on in the future, a couple 
of higher steps. That is good, that is 
good for everyone, even those busi-
nesses small and large that are going 
to pay that higher wage. What it does 
is to share the wealth that is generated 
by this economy, providing those at 
the bottom, those hardworking men 
and women that are at the bottom, the 
opportunity to sustain their families, 
to sustain their livelihood. That is but 
one. 

If we make those critical invest-
ments that create economic growth, 
particularly education and job train-
ing, and put in place the programs that 
enhance manufacturing, we will see 
this begin to change, and we will see 
the 99 percenters begin to take their 
fair share of the wealth that they are 
generating. It is the men and women 
that toil, wherever they may be—in the 
Federal Government, in the State gov-
ernments, in the manufacturing, in the 
fields of America—wherever they may 
be, those are the men and women that 
are creating wealth. I understand cap-
ital. It has a role in this, but capital 
and labor together. What we are seeing 
here is the men and women that toil 
are not getting the wealth that they 
helped to create. 

This is a challenge. Tax policy is part 
of it. Policy such as minimum wage, 
the role of the labor unions putting 
pressure on the system so that the men 
and women that are working in those 
businesses are able to share more of 
that wealth. They are all part of this 
system, and we need to pay attention 
to it here on the floor. 

So let’s keep in mind the 99 
percenters, who in the years 2009 to 
2012 received 5 percent of the total 
wealth generated by the largest econ-
omy in the world—the American econ-
omy. Public policy means a lot. 

Over the next several days, this Con-
gress is going to deal with some pro-
foundly important questions. The ques-
tion of the role of the Federal Govern-
ment—will we have another sequestra-
tion debacle on January 15? We could. 
The current sequestration, which the 

military is saying is a disaster for 
them, the education community, the 
research community, the transpor-
tation community, the health, the so-
cial welfare community, all say the se-
questration is an unmitigated disaster. 

They know, and the American public 
will soon know, that on January 15 the 
second shoe will fall and another $105 
billion will be taken out of the econ-
omy beginning on January 15 unless 
this House of Representatives and the 
Senate, together with the President, 
come up with a viable alternative, one 
in which the growth of the economy 
can be assured, in which the continued 
austerity programs which are holding 
back an incredibly powerful resource 
called the American economy are put 
aside, and we put in place those poli-
cies that create economic growth. We 
have an enormous challenge. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 3080, WATER RESOURCES RE-
FORM AND DEVELOPMENT ACT 
OF 2013 
Mr. WEBSTER of Florida (during the 

Special Order of Mr. GARAMENDI), from 
the Committee on Rules, submitted a 
privileged report (Rept. No. 113–251) on 
the resolution (H. Res. 385) providing 
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 3080) 
to provide for improvements to the riv-
ers and harbors of the United States, to 
provide for the conservation and devel-
opment of water and related resources, 
and for other purposes, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed. 

f 

HONORING GERARD L. LAROCHE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

RADEL). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2013, the 
gentleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) 
is recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the majority leader. 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speak-
er, the United States loses several hun-
dred of our greatest, those heroes of 
the Greatest Generation, every day. I 
speak of the World War II veterans 
whose valor, courage, and sacrifice 
stopped the evil shadow of the swastika 
from falling across the whole of hu-
manity. 

One of those heroes we lost recently 
was Gerard L. LaRoche, a World War II 
veteran of D-Day and the Battle of the 
Bulge, Mr. Speaker. He was a Harvard- 
trained linguist who continued to serve 
his country after the war at the Na-
tional Security Agency for many years. 

Gerard went home to be with his sav-
ior on October 6. He was 93 years old. 

Gerard was a Renaissance man. He 
was a translator, a language teacher, 
and a professor at several universities 
and colleges, a choral director, and a 
calligrapher. He was also a talented 
draftsman, Mr. Speaker, a violinist, a 
photographer, a recording engineer, 
and a furniture maker. 

Gerard was born of French-Canadian 
parents in Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
in 1920, the oldest of eight children and 
the son of a noted calligrapher and 
schoolteacher who encouraged his ar-
tistic talents. 

Mr. Speaker, in 1933, at age 13, Ge-
rard entered the seminary of the 
Marist Order but left at 21 to study at 
Boston College, where he received his 
bachelor’s degree and his master’s. 

b 2045 

He specialized in the study of ro-
mance languages, and then the out-
break of World War II came and inter-
rupted his studies. He enlisted in the 
Army and served with the 2nd Armored 
Division, where he was at Normandy on 
D-Day Plus Six, and at the Battle of 
the Bulge. His ability to speak many 
forms of French soon landed him as an 
aide to help U.S. military brass com-
municate with the Belgians and the 
French. Through all this, he found 
time to make sketches of the villages, 
cities, and countryside in England and 
in Europe. He eventually continued his 
studies until he received his masters 
from Harvard in romance philology. 

While stationed in the southwest of 
England, he met his future wife, his be-
loved Joyce Latchem, at a village 
dance just weeks before D-Day. They 
were married on October 18, 1947. 

And now, Mr. Speaker, for a time at 
least, Gerard has left behind his best 
friend and loyal wife, Joyce; his daugh-
ter, Marianne; two sons, Jerome and 
David; six grandchildren and 10 great- 
grandchildren. But they shall all meet 
again and gather together some day. 

Mr. Speaker, Gerard LaRoche was a 
godly man, a devoted patriot and will-
ing soldier, a committed husband, fa-
ther, and friend. This national treasure 
will be missed, and we, his fellow 
Americans, are forever grateful to this 
noble champion of human freedom. 

God bless Gerard. 
OBAMACARE ORIGINATION CLAUSE 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Now, Mr. 
Speaker, I am going to change subjects 
and talk about sometimes it is the 
water on the inside of a ship that sinks 
it rather than the water on the outside. 
Mr. Speaker, right now we have water 
on the inside of our ship because some-
times the Constitution itself is being 
ignored by this administration. 

Mr. Speaker, in 2012, the Supreme 
Court narrowly and specifically upheld 
the individual mandate at the heart of 
ObamaCare under Congress’s general 
taxing power. The Court noted specifi-
cally: 

Even if the taxing power enables Congress 
to impose a tax on not obtaining health in-
surance, any tax must still comply with 
other requirements in the Constitution. 

In short, Mr. Speaker, ObamaCare 
was upheld as a tax. The Supreme 
Court did not and has not yet consid-
ered a challenge to the Affordable Care 
Act’s taxing provisions on the grounds 
that it violated the origination clause 
in the United States Constitution, and 
it most certainly did exactly that. 
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